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Architecture firm Workshop/APD conceived a 
series of simple forms for the main residence 
and a detached garage with an upper-level 
guest suite, both of which are clad in cedar. 
Situated between the newly built structures are 
two mature poplar trees that the homeowners 
wanted to preserve on the beachside property.

  
TRUE  

to  
FORM

Clean lines and airy  
interiors define  

this Nantucket cottage.
Text by  ALYSSA BIRD

Photography by  
READ MCKENDREE
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f rom a design professional’s perspective,  
one of the most enticing benefits of  
working with longtime clients is the innate 
understanding of their general wants and 
needs. So when architect Andrew Kotchen, 
founding principal of Manhattan-based  
firm Workshop/APD, was tapped for a fourth 

A convex mirror by RH and 
a Phillips Collection console 
greet guests in the entry. 
FACING PAGE: The soaring 
space containing the living 
area and the kitchen serves 
as the heart of the home. 
Easy access from here to the 
outdoor dining area and grill 
makes summer entertaining 
a breeze.

time by the same clients, he not only knew 
how they like to live but how he could im-
prove their lifestyle with this latest project, 
a family-friendly retreat on Nantucket. 
(Kotchen also designed the couple’s two 
previous vacation homes on the island as 
well as their Brooklyn townhouse).  



131130

The oceanfront property—complete 
with views of Miacomet Pond—had been 
home to a post-and-beam residence 
“that wasn’t taking advantage of its 
location,” explains Kotchen. “The clients 
trusted us to understand the site and do 
what we do best.” 

The result, says the architect, is 
“pared-down cottage modernism that’s 
true to Nantucket gable style. The 
pavilion-based aesthetic feels like a 
series of three different structures, but 
they’re connected.” In addition to the 
5,000-square-foot six-bedroom main 
house, the retreat includes a pool cabana 
and a multifunctional detached garage 
that features two levels: one for off-
season parking or summertime  
Ping-Pong games, and a second that 
serves as a guest suite. All structures 
are clad in a mix of red and white cedar, 
which will weather until “everything is 
draped in a gray blanket,” says Kotchen.

The pavilion feel carries through to 
the inside, where soaring ceilings and  
an open plan prevail. “This house is 
about purity of form on the exterior and  
exposing that form on the interior,” 
explains Kotchen. And natural light 
floods every space, thanks to the three 
exposures in each room. 

But perhaps the most important 

“THIS HOUSE  
IS ABOUT 
PURITY OF 
FORM ON THE 
EXTERIOR  
AND EXPOSING 
THAT FORM  
ON THE  
INTERIOR.”
—Architect  
Andrew Kotchen

element of this project was delivering a 
design that caters to entertaining family. 

“Because we’ve worked with this  
client on other houses, we’ve been 
able to refine the program from home 
to home,” says Kotchen. “They love to 
cook, so we focused on the great room, 
which includes a professional chef ’s 
kitchen and the family room. We thought 
about how this kitchen relates to both 
interior and exterior dining, the grill 
area, and the pool. It’s really the center 
of the home.” 

Adjacent to the kitchen is the 
dining area, which contains 
a custom ash table by Fern, 
chairs from Nuevo, and lighting 
from d’Armes. FACING PAGE: 
Workshop/APD also designed 
the interiors, creating a highly 
functional professional-style 
chef’s kitchen with oak cabinetry 
and flooring and durable 
stainless-steel countertops.
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Workshop/APD also designed the interi-
ors, selecting everything from the white oak 
that adorns the floors, cabinetry, and panel-
ing down to the streamlined mix of custom 
and contemporary furnishings. “It’s a natural 
palette, with shades of green, gray, and blue 
that speak to Nantucket’s landscape,” says 
Kotchen. “When you have a view, you don’t 
want the interiors to be too loud. It’s about 
letting everything recede and connecting  
to nature.”  

Local landscape designer Miroslava 
Ahern strived to make that connection  
even stronger by incorporating elements  
of the abutting dunes into the property. 
“The natural vegetation is low and quiet, so 
I chose native plants that fit in,” says Ahern, 
who also worked with the clients on their 
two previous island homes. “We went with 
simple and elegant: beachgrass, a couple  
different shrubs, and just two or three types 
of trees. And the pool is tucked into the  
side of the property that connects to the 
outdoor dining.”

It’s a far cry from what was once a  
“heavily wooded and underdeveloped lot,” 
according to Kotchen, proving that long-
term relationships can yield big rewards.
EDITOR’S NOTE: For details, see Resources.

ARCHITECTURE AND  

INTERIOR DESIGN:  
Workshop/APD

BUILDER: Rob Reid,  
Reid Builders

LANDSCAPE DESIGN: 
Miroslava Ahern,  
Miroslava Ahern  
Landscape Design Studio

TOP TO BOTTOM: A cozy reading 
nook on the second floor is “an 
unexpected place to hang out on a 
rainy day,” says architect Andrew 
Kotchen of one of his favorite 
spaces in the home. The main 
bedroom features a serene palette 
and a Blu Dot daybed. FACING PAGE: 
In the main bath, a light fixture 
from Design Within Reach makes a 
statement above a Waterworks tub 
flanked on the right by a shower 
and on the left by a water closet.
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  “THE NATURAL VEGETATION IS 
LOW AND QUIET, SO I CHOSE NATIVE 

          PLANTS THAT FIT IN.”
      —Landscape designer Miroslava Ahern 

Outside, landscape designer 
Miroslava Ahern worked 
with a restrained palette that 
would complement the natural 
vegetation of the beachside 
setting. Native species near the 
pool area include summersweet, 
bayberry, and beachgrass. “I 
wanted to make the client feel 
connected to the surroundings, 
so I used plants that are simple 
and elegant,” says Ahern. 


